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the public prints was that of Lee's army. Far behind Lee now was Richmond
and Its small defensive force. When he had requisitioned for rations, it was
said the Confederate Commissary General replied: slf General Lee wishes
rations let him seek them in Pennsylvania'. When Lcc had been asked about
a Union army taking Richmond while he was away, lie smiled, it was said.
In that case we shall swap queens'. He and his chief, Davis, had decided that
'valuable results9 might follow the taking of Harrisborg, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Washington. In that case, besides immense amounts of supplies,
provisions, munitions, there might be European recognition of the Con-
federate States as a nation*
As his troops steadily plodded up the Cumberland Valley Lec7s orders
were strict against plundering and straggling. The army would seize needed
supplies and pay for them in Confederate money,, a currency that would be
good and valid if they should capture Harrisburg, Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Washington. On June istli Lee's vanguard drove Union troops out of
Hagerstown, Man-land, ordered all stores kept open, telegraph wires cut
and poles pulled down, cattle seized, payments in Confederate paper money.
Into McCoaneilsburg, Clianibersburg, York, Greencastle, Gettysburg, the
lone lines of gtey- and butternut-clad soldiers moved, living on fat rations
they had not tasted the like of in many months. Many who had marched
barefoot out of Virginia again wore socks and shoes, taken from store-
keepers* stocks and paid for with Confederate money,,
Men well informed believed that Lee had nearly 100,000 men and 350
cannon. Retreating Union forces burned a bridge a mile and a half long.
The Mayor of York went out several miles from town to meet the enemy,
arranging for peace and immunity; he surrendered Ins boroagh, and the
Confederates left it with tribute of $.28,000 in United States Treasury notes,
40,000 pounds of fresh beef* 30*000 bushels of com, 1000 pairs of shoes,
besides sundries.
Lee's men were in a high and handsome stride* off on a great adventure.
In two contests within seven months they had routed, sent reeling, threatened
to crush* the Army of the Potomac. Soon again they would meet that old
rival, this time overwhelm it, they were sure. They had the officers of genius
and the rank and file of proved endurance and courage to perform on a grand
scale.
* There were never such men in an army before/ said Lee. 'They will go
anywhere and do anything if properly led.3 They believed this themselves,
and had reasons. An English officer, travelling from day to day with the
invading army, noted that the universal feeling in the army was *one of pro-
found contempt for an enemy whom, they have beaten so constantly, and
under so many disadvantages*. The fear that smote deep among classes and